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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 
ARTEM V. GELIS, BHAWAR PATEL, 
ROBERT MCDONALD, JAMES V. OLSON, 
GREGORY HEYMAN, SUSAN HEYMAN, 
DEBRA P. WARD, DARRIAN STOVALL, 
ALEX MARTINEZ, AMANDA GOREY, 
CHRIS WILLIAMS, ASHOK PATEL, 
KENNETH GAGNON, MICHAEL CERNY, 
ERHAN ARAT, ANDRE MALSKE, CRAIG 
LASH, NICOLE GUY, DAVID 
RICHARDSON, KAREN HENDERSON and 
ERIC T. ZINN,  individually and on behalf of 
all others similarly situated,  

 
                       Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 

BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE 
AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT and BMW OF 
NORTH AMERICA, LLC,  

 
                              Defendants. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Case No.  2:17-cv-7386-SDW-CLW 
 
 
 

DECLARATION OF 
CHRISTOPHER J. DALTON 

REGARDING MAILING OF CAFA 
NOTICE TO ATTORNEYS GENERAL 

 
CHRISTOPHER J. DALTON, of full age, and under penalty of perjury, declares as follows: 

 
1. I am an attorney at law of the state of New Jersey and a shareholder in the law 

firm of Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC, counsel to Defendant BMW of North America, LLC 

(“BMW NA”).    

2. On September 14, 2020, our firm transmitted the documents required under the 
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Class Action Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. §1715(b), to the Attorney General of the United States and 

all state Attorneys General. 

3. Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of my September 14, 2020 cover 

letter and service list. 

 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements are true and correct.  I am 

aware that if any of the foregoing statements are willfully false, I am subject to punishment. 

 
          /s/ Christopher J. Dalton_____ 
        Christopher J. Dalton 
 
 

Dated:  January 29, 2021 
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EXHIBIT A 
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Christopher J. Dalton 
973-424-5614 
christopher.dalton@bipc.com 

550 Broad Street, Suite 810 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 
T 973-273-9800 
F 973-273-9430 
www.buchananingersoll.com 

 

INCORPORATED IN PENNSYLVANIA :: CHRISTOPHER DALTON, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY OFFICE MANAGING SHAREHOLDER 
 

September 14, 2020 
 
VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
 
The Honorable William P. Barr 
United States Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue North West 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 

 

 Re: Class Action Fairness Act Notice of Proposed Class Action Settlement in 
Gelis et al v. Bayerische Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft, et als 

  U.S.D.C., District of New Jersey, Civil Action No. 2:17-cv-7386 (SDW)(CLW) 
 
Dear General Barr: 
 
 In accordance with the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005, 28 U.S.C. § 1715 (“CAFA”), 
Defendant BMW of North America, LLC hereby provides this notice of a proposed settlement in 
Gelis et al. v. Bayerische Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft, et al. (Civil Action No. 2:17-cv-
7386), pending the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey.  Enclosed please 
find the following documents:  
 

                                                           
1 A later-filed action, Williams v. BMW of North America, LLC, U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, 
Civil Action No. 2:17-cv-11567(WHW)(CLW), was consolidated into the Gelis matter by Consent Order filed 
January 24, 2018.  
 

Exhibit Description 

1 Class Action Complaint in Gelis et al. v. Bayerische Motoren Werke 
Aktiengesellschaft, et al. (Gelis Docket Entry 1) 

2 Consolidated Amended Class Action Complaint (Gelis Docket Entry 23)1 

3 Notice of Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement (Gelis 
Docket Entry 72) 

4 Brief in Support of Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action 
Settlement (Gelis Docket Entry 73) 
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Hon. William P. Barr 
September 14, 2020 
Page 2  
 
 

 

 

 
The Court granted Preliminary Approval by order filed September 9, 2020.  The Final Approval 
Hearing is scheduled for February 16, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.  
 
 The proposed settlement class includes approximately 575,303 vehicles nationwide.  As 
such, it is not feasible to provide the names of each class member who resides in each state nor 
the estimated proportionate share of the claims of such members to the entire settlement, as 
required under 28 U.S.C. § 1715(b)(7)(A).  Accordingly, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1715(b)(7)(B), 
Defendant has made a reasonable estimate of the number of class members residing in each state 
of the United States and calculated the estimated proportionate share of the claims of such 
members as it relates to the entire settlement.  This information is set forth in the enclosed 
compilation.  
 

Please be advised that the parties will request that the Court find this notice fully 
complies with CAFA and there will be no supplement to this notice.  If you have questions about 
this notice, the lawsuit, or the enclosed materials, please contact the undersigned counsel. 
 
      Respectfully, 

       
      Christopher J. Dalton 
 
CJD/ 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: All Attorneys General on Attached Service List (w/encl.) 

Gary S. Graifman, Esq. (w/o encl.) (by email) 
Thomas P. Sobran, Esq. (w/o encl.) (by email) 
Randee M. Matloff, Esq. (w/o encl.) (by email) 

 

5 Class Action Settlement Agreement and Release with proposed Class Notice 
and Claim Form (Gelis Docket Entry 72-3) 

6 Order Granting Preliminary Approval (Gelis Docket Entry 75) 
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Gelis v. BMW of North America, LLC 
Class Vehicle Distribution Data by State 

 
 

State 
Number of 

Vehicles 
Percentage of 

Class 
AK 652 0.11% 
AL 3766 0.65% 
AR 1241 0.22% 
AZ 9583 1.67% 
CA 131796 22.91% 
CO 7176 1.25% 
CT 13763 2.39% 
DE 1296 0.23% 
FL 55892 9.72% 
GA 14988 2.61% 
HI 3241 0.56% 
IA 1557 0.27% 
ID 541 0.09% 
IL 15363 2.67% 
IN 3713 0.65% 
KS 2046 0.36% 
KY 2155 0.37% 
LA 4332 0.75% 
MA 15040 2.61% 
MD 12883 2.24% 
ME 544 0.09% 
MI 5599 0.97% 
MN 5519 0.96% 
MO 3501 0.61% 
MS 904 0.16% 
NC 12416 2.16% 
NE 1423 0.25% 
NH 3176 0.55% 
NJ 69670 12.11% 
NM 1344 0.23% 
NV 4297 0.75% 
NY 46985 8.17% 
OH 11589 2.01% 
OK 2229 0.39% 
OR 6079 1.06% 
PA 18469 3.21% 
PR 2334 0.41% 
RI 2756 0.48% 
SC 5132 0.89% 
SD 348 0.06% 

Case 2:17-cv-07386-CLW   Document 142   Filed 01/29/21   Page 6 of 11 PageID: 3745



Gelis v. BMW of North America, LLC 
Class Vehicle Distribution Data by State 

 

State 
Number of 

Vehicles 
Percentage of 

Class 
TN 5076 0.88% 
TX 39278 6.83% 
UT 1342 0.23% 
VA 13821 2.40% 
VT 438 0.08% 
WA 7082 1.23% 
WI 2498 0.43% 
WV 430 0.07% 
Grand 
Total 575303 100.00% 
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4824-7713-1203 UPDATED CAFA LETTER SERVICE LIST  

1 

 

CAFA Letter Service List 
 
The Honorable William P. Barr 
United States Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001  
 
The Honorable Steve Marshall 
Attorney General for the State of Alabama 
501 Washington Ave. 
P.O. Box 300152  
Montgomery, AL 36130 
 
The Honorable Kevin G. Clarkson 
Attorney General for the State of Alaska 
1031 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99501-1994 
 
The Honorable Mark Brnovich 
Attorney General for the State of Arizona 
1275 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
The Honorable Leslie Rutledge 
Attorney General for the State of Arkansas 
Tower Bldg. 
323 Center St., Suite 200 
Little Rock, AR 72201-2610 
 
The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
Attorney General for the State of California 
1300 I St., Ste. 1740 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Phil Weiser 
Attorney General for the State of Colorado 
Ralph L. Carr Colorado Judicial Center 
1300 Broadway, 10th Floor 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
 
 
 
 

The Honorable William Tong  
Attorney General for the  
State of Connecticut 
55 Elm St. 
Hartford, CT 06106 
 
The Honorable Kathy Jennings  
Attorney General for the State of Delaware 
Carvel State Office Bldg. 
820 N. French St. 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
 
The Honorable Karl A. Racine 
Attorney General for the  
District of Columbia 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 1100S 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
The Honorable Ashley Moody 
Attorney General for the State of Florida 
The Capitol, PL 01 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 
 
The Honorable Chris Carr  
Attorney General for the State of Georgia 
40 Capitol Square, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30334-1300 
 
The Honorable Clare E. Connors 
Attorney General for the State of Hawai‘i 
425 Queen St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
The Honorable Lawrence Wasden  
Attorney General for the State of Idaho 
Statehouse 
700 West Jefferson Street 
Boise, ID 83720-1000 
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The Honorable Kwame Raoul  
Attorney General for the State of Illinois 
James R. Thompson Ctr. 
100 W. Randolph St. 
Chicago, IL 60601 
 
The Honorable Curtis T. Hill, Jr.  
Attorney General for the State of Indiana 
Indiana Government Center South 
302 West Washington Street, 5th Floor 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
The Honorable Tom Miller  
Attorney General for the State of Iowa 
Hoover State Office Bldg. 
1305 E. Walnut 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
 
The Honorable Derek Schmidt 
Attorney General for the State of Kansas 
Memorial Hall 
120 S.W. 10th Ave., 2nd Fl. 
Topeka, KS 66612-1597 
 
The Honorable Daniel Cameron  
Attorney General for the  
Commonwealth of Kentucky 
700 Capitol Avenue 
Capitol Building, Suite 118 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
The Honorable Jeff Landry  
Attorney General for the State of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 94095 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4095 
 
The Honorable Aaron Frey  
Attorney General for the State of Maine 
State House Station 6 
Augusta, ME 04333 
 
The Honorable Brian Frosh 
Attorney General for the State of Maryland 
200 St. Paul Place 
Baltimore, MD 21202-2202 

The Honorable Maura Healey 
Attorney General for the  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
1 Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108-1698 
 
The Honorable Dana Messer 
Attorney General for the State of Michigan 
P.O. Box 30212 
525 W. Ottawa St. 
Lansing, MI 48909-0212 
 
The Honorable Keith Ellison  
Attorney General for the State of Minnesota 
445 Minnesota St., Ste. 1400  
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
The Honorable Lynn Fitch  
Attorney General for the State of Mississippi 
Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 220 
Jackson, MS 39205 
 
The Honorable Eric Schmidt  
Attorney General for the State of Missouri 
Supreme Ct. Bldg. 
207 W. High St. 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
The Honorable Tim Fox  
Attorney General for the State of Montana 
Justice Bldg. 
215 N. Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620-1401 
 
The Honorable Doug Peterson 
Attorney General for the State of Nebraska 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box 98920  
Lincoln, NE 68509-8920 
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The Honorable Aaron D. Ford  
Attorney General for the State of Nevada 
Old Supreme Ct. Bldg. 
100 N. Carson St. 
Carson City, NV 89701 
 
The Honorable Gordon MacDonald  
Attorney General for the  
State of New Hampshire 
State House Annex 
33 Capitol St. 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
The Honorable Gurbir S. Grewal 
Attorney General for the  
State of New Jersey 
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market St. 
P.O. Box 080  
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
The Honorable Hector Balderas  
Attorney General for the  
State of New Mexico 
P.O. Drawer 1508 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1508 
 
The Honorable Letitia A. James 
Attorney General for the State of New York 
Dept. of Law - The Capitol, 2nd Fl. 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
The Honorable Josh Stein  
Attorney General for the  
State of North Carolina 
Dept. of Justice, P.O.  Box 629 
Raleigh, NC 27602-0629 
 
The Honorable Wayne Stenehjem  
Attorney General for the  
State of North Dakota 
State Capitol 
600 E. Boulevard Ave. 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0040 
 

The Honorable David Yost  
Attorney General for the State of Ohio 
State Office Tower  
30 E. Broad St. 
Columbus, OH 43266- 0410 
 
The Honorable Mike Hunter 
Attorney General for the State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21st Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
The Honorable Ellen F. Rosenblum  
Attorney General for the State of Oregon 
Justice Bldg. 
1162 Court St., NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
The Honorable Josh Shapiro 
Attorney General for the  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
1600 Strawberry Square 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
The Honorable Peter F, Neronha 
Attorney General for the State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
150 S. Main St. 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
The Honorable Alan Wilson  
Attorney General for the  
State of South Carolina 
Rembert C. Dennis Office Bldg. 
P.O. Box 11549 
Columbia, SC 29211-1549 
 
The Honorable Jason Ravnsborg  
Attorney General for the  
State of South Dakota 
1302 East Highway 14, Suite 1 
Pierre, SD 57501-8501 
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The Honorable Herbert H. Slatery III. 
Attorney General for the State of Tennessee 
425 5th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37243 
 
The Honorable Ken Paxton 
Attorney General for the State of Texas 
Capitol Station 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, TX 78711-2548 
 
The Honorable Sean Reyes 
Attorney General for the State of Utah 
State Capitol, Rm. 236 
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-0810 
 
The Honorable TJ Donovan  
Attorney General for the State of Vermont 
109 State St. 
Montpelier, VT 05609-1001 
 
The Honorable Mark Herring 
Attorney General for the  
Commonwealth of Virginia 
202 North Ninth Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
The Honorable Bob Ferguson 
Attorney General for the  
State of Washington 
1125 Washington St. SE 
P.O. Box 4100 
Olympia, WA 98504-0100 
 
The Honorable Patrick Morrisey 
Attorney General for the  
State of West Virginia 
State Capitol Complex 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 
Charleston, WV 25305 
 
 
 
 
 

The Honorable Josh Kaul  
Attorney General for the State of Wisconsin 
State Capitol, Room 114 E. 
P.O. Box 7857 
Madison, WI 53707-7857 
 
The Honorable Bridget Hill  
Attorney General for the State of Wyoming 
123 Capitol Bldg. 
200 West 24th Street 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
 
The Honorable Ines Carrau Martinez 
Attorney General for the  
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
PO Box 902192 
San Juan, PR 00902-0192 
 
The Honorable Leevin T. Camacho 
Attorney General – Guam  
590 S. Marine Corps. Drive 
Suite 901 
Tamuning, Guam 96913 
 
The Honorable Denise N. George 
Attorney General – Virgin Islands 
Design Centre Building 
6090 Castle Coakley 
Christiansted St. 
St. Croix, VI 00820 
 
The Honorable Mitzie Jessop Taase 
Attorney General – American Samoa 
Dept. of Legal Affairs 
Executive Office Building  
3rd Floor 
P.O. Box 7 
Utelei American Samoa 96799 
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